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Strengthening Our Existing  
Commercial Districts and 
Neighborhoods 

BROWNFIELDS 

Run-down commercial or industrial 

properties often have problems that 

make them an “eye-sore” but they 

also sometimes have problems you 

can’t always see: contamination. 

When a site has the potential for 

contamination problems, it is called a 

brownfield.  Contamination on 

properties not only could make 

people sick but it is also often a 

barrier to redevelopment on the site.  

Developers often do not want to or 

cannot pay the cost of cleaning up the 

site before rebuilding.  Fortunately, 

there are resources available from 

state and federal agencies that can 

help pay for the assessment and clean

-up of contamination on these sites. 

The use of these resources is 

completely voluntary by willing 

property owners. Property owners, 

citizens, and local government must 

work together to take advantage of 

these resources and get brownfield 

properties on a path towards 

redevelopment for a healthier 

community. 



TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 

Once an area has been declared 

blighted and substandard, 

redevelopment projects in that area 

can take advantage of Tax Increment 

Financing (TIF).  When a property is 

redeveloped, typically the property 

becomes more valuable, so property 

taxes increase.  TIF is a tool which 

takes the tax increases and pays it back 

to the redeveloper to offset the cost of 

redeveloping the property.  These 

funds can be used for things such as 

the purchase of the property, 

demolition of existing structures, or 

site improvements (grading, utilities, 

etc.).   

TIF is a very important tool that allows 

the City to financially motivate 

developers to reinvest in the 

neighborhoods and commercial 

districts that make up the core of our 

community. 

REDEVELOPMENT 

TOOLS 

BLIGHT AND SUBSTANDARD 

DESIGNATION 

Cities in Nebraska can encourage 

redevelopment in targeted areas by 

designating them as blighted and 

substandard.  This designation only shows 

up on a map that the City uses for the 

purposes of determining where 

redevelopment projects are eligible for 

certain types of funding.  It is not recorded 

anywhere else and does not affect property 

values.  In fact, redevelopment projects 

that are made possible by the blighted and 

substandard designation can increase 

property values in the area.   

Some conditions that can lead to the 

declaration of an area as blighted include 

the presence of a substantial number of  

deteriorated or deteriorating structures, 

defective or inadequate street layout,  or 

the deterioration of site improvements.   

 

The Fairfield Inn and Suites project was made pos-

sible through the use of Tax Increment Financing. 

What is 

Redevelopment? 

New development occurs when new 

streets and buildings are built on land 

that has never before had anything built 

on it.  Redevelopment occurs when 

investments are made to build or 

renovate buildings in existing commercial 

districts or neighborhoods.  

It is the goal of the City of Scottsbluff to 

encourage redevelopment as much as 

possible.  Instead of all new development 

going to vacant land on the outskirts of 

town, the City would like to encourage 

developers to build on vacant lots in 

existing commercial districts, rehabilitate 

existing buildings, or remove dilapidated 

or abandoned structures and replace 

them with new buildings.  These 

locations are already served with streets 

and utilities, so it reduces the amount of 

infrastructure that  the City must 

maintain while helping to strengthen our 

existing commercial districts and 

neighborhoods. 

Half streets on Ave G and 40th Street contributed to 

a Blight Designation for the area southeast of Ave I 

and 42nd Street 


